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A word from the Chairman
I’m very conscious that we haven’t kept in touch with you during the past year. This is due to a number of
factors starting with the decision to cease production of our quarterly newsletter due to the ever increasing
printing costs and the steep rise in postal charges. Our Membership Secretary Robin Bailey has been beavering away trying to get members e-mail addresses.
It’s been a very difficult year for us with the Covid restrictions/lockdowns. It has been extremely trying dealing
with State bodies and in particular with county councils as most of their staff are working from home.
Apart from chairing committee meetings and a general oversight of the work of committee members, my
main focus has been the review of County Development Plans which are on a six-year cycle. If we exclude City
Plans which we don’t deal with there are 28 county plans. More on this anon.
Below I have set out a high level summary of the policy work I am working on. This is the ‘behind the scenes
work’ that will bear fruit for our members and our vision in the longer term. Michael Murphy, our Connaught
secretary, has been involved in other important policy matters which are discussed in further detail in this
E-zine.
County Development Plans and Public Rights of Way
The legislation is quite clear: Every development plan must contain a list of public rights of way. No ifs or
buts! Our experience is that some councils only have a token list of two or three. I won’t bore you with the
litany of excuses put forward by councils.
In fairness, I suppose Councils are scared shitless by the fallout from the notorious Lisadell case taken by
Sligo County Council which stuck the Council with an enormous legal bill. It’s quite clear from the Lisadell
case, which finished up in the Supreme Court, and the two cases in Glencree, Co Wicklow both of which also
found in favour of the landowners that the concept of the common good as enshrined in our Constitution
must play second fiddle to private property rights. Clearly our Constitution needs to be amended to give the
latter precedent. However, that’s for another day.
We have had some successes including the listing of approx 200 public rights of way in nine different counties. Also, thanks to our efforts the Draft Offaly County Development Plan includes a list of five public rights of
way. This, is of course, only a fraction of the number of traditional access routes which should be designated.
We have also succeeded in improving provisions advocating better access to archaeological/heritage sites
and to the countryside generally and support for recreational walking and cycling.
Meanwhile dealing with all the County Development Plans has become a significant workload for KIO. I wonder are there any planners or retired planners out there who could help?
Politics
I have been working for some months with a major political party on an access policy which would be very
close to what we want.
Our AGM
Of course, we were unable to hold our usual AGM this year. However, we hope to have an informal meeting
when legally possible with much the same format as our AGM.
Michael Carroll
It would be remiss of me not to send our best wishes to our former Secretary who has been unwell for some time.

Open Access Policy Work
by Michael Murphy

National Marine Plan

Here in Ireland, and across the EU, over the past years, work has been going on to produce a national plan that will
regulate all future use and development of the coastal edge and hinterland. KIO is concerned that access to and
enjoyment of our coast will be preserved and be given legal protection, and that this imperative will be built into the
final plan that evolves. We have entered submissions at all stages i.e., the National Marine Planning Framework
(NMPF) Baseline Report, 2018, and the NMPF Consultation Draft, 2019. Submissions arising from the content of the
latter were invited by the Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government.

Heritage 2030

KIO has also made a comprehensive contribution to this plan which was launched in November 2018 by the then
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Josepha Madigan. Said to be “a Vision” of the future health of our
rich heritage for ourselves and as an economic and tourism resource, the plan is to shape it over the next 10 years
as a vibrant part of our identity.
So much for the blurb! KIO has always been to the fore in pointing out that proper, and legal, access to our archaeological and historical sites is extremely poor. Many are on private land, and so the all too common “Keep Out” attitudes keeps the citizen from enjoyment of the heritage much touted in the abstract by tourism bosses. However, the
Public Consultation document, in outlining the Vision for Heritage Ireland 2030, mentions as an objective, “Access
to heritage and opportunities to engage with it...”
KIO’s strong submission, therefore, says what we want this to mean in practice and spells out the need for real and
actual public right of access to heritage sites wherever they are located. There is no value whatever in having them
in care of the OPW and yet being inaccessible to and beyond the ken of interested persons.

Sheep Fencing Design

Widespread fencing (usually in upland areas) under TAMS (Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme) has
become common. It is part-funded by the EU and so it is required to be professionally built to a standard. The
standard is known as IS 436 and is laid down by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI). Very often,
TAMS fencing may comprise 2 or 3 kms. of impenetrable barbed wire tightly stretched between posts - an intimidating obstacle for walkers accustomed to open hill. The specification does not allow for passage across these wire
barriers.
Public notices by NSAI invited submissions towards the new Standard IS 436. Accordingly, KIO sent a submission
asking for simple stiles, at intervals, to be designed into the specifications. We described and sent photographs of
stiles in use in various places (see example below from Durham County Council).
As a means of dealing with the immediate passage problem, we hope this recommendation will be accepted.
However, in the course of this discussion, the bigger picture inevitably comes to the fore. The inescapable fact is
that the ecology and environment of the Irish uplands is being ruined by this blight of wire. Permissions for it, mostly
(wrongly, in our view) applied for under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act and waved through by planning authorities appear to be automatic and rarely questioned. There is little need for it, in fact. In fairness, many
sheep farmers feel they are being forced into it as a condition for subsidies by our own Department of Agriculture,
and it has emerged that it is not a demand of the EU.

Keep Ireland Open Supporting Communities
Many communities don’t know where to turn when a landowner blocks an old public right of way. By becoming
members of Keep Ireland Open local groups can draw on our deep experience of such disputes without accumulating large legal costs. Here are some of the access disputes that our partner communities are currently involve in.

Brackloon Wood, 5 miles from Westport, Co. Mayo
From early this year this beautiful oak wood and its walks
is now open to the public again. When, 4 years ago, an
adjoining property owner built a wall across the main
entrance path, neither Mayo County Council nor Coillte
could be made do anything. Local people and visitors
were incensed, and it was only when KIO’s appeal to
An Bord Pleanala was strongly upheld (the Council had
declared that the wall and other blockages were exempt

Before and after at the entrance to Brackloon Wood

from the need to have planning permission!) that both
bodies roused themselves from their torpor. Coillte at
last went to the Circuit Court, which ordered removal of
the illegal wall, fences and gates. In the end, Coillte had
to go in and do the work itself, the perpetrators having
ignored the Order. So the sylvan gem that is Brackloon
Wood can be enjoyed once more. But what a long and
wearisome battle against moribund officialdom it has been!

Fenit Island, Co. Kerry
The tranquil and scenically stunning Fenit Island is
situated off the coast of Kerry. It extends to around 440
acres and is accessed from the mainland by a causeway.
In late 2006 three of the landowners - two of whom do not
reside on the island - joined together to build industrial
scale fences along the boundary of their respective
properties and at right angles down into the ocean,
across an age old coastal pathway, in several locations
- including a Special Area of Conservation. This fencing,
which has been augmented over the years, now extends
to in excess of 2km and has had the effect of preventing
anyone walking the historic coastal footpath previously
used by the public for generations.
Local objection to the fencing has been fierce and has
benefited from the support and guidance offered by KIO.
The campaign has been long and hard-fought, but, with
the help of KIO, at long last the Fenit Island Planning

Fencing on Fenit Island

Enforcement case is expected to come before the Circuit
Court early in 2021. From the photo here, readers will
get an idea of the awfulness of the dominating industrial
scale fencing which is as far removed from normal stock
control fencing as can be imagined.
The Council’s paralysis was overcome by the upholding
of an appeal lodged with An Bord Pleanala by KIO. The
Council’s resolve was greatly stiffened by the work of
KIO members in the Fenit area in close cohesion with
the Save Fenit Island Alliance. Local objectors have
been resolute down the years and have spared no effort
in supporting the Council in the preparation of a very
strong case for enforcement against the developers
of the unauthorised works that have so sadly defaced
Fenit Island, driven visitors and angling tourists away,
and caused so much acrimony in a once quiet island
community.

Blocked pathway to Pollet Great Arch, Co. Donegal
The Pollet at Arch in Fanad is a natural wonder on the
western shore of Lough Swilly. The natural feature has
been much visited by tourists and locals over the generations and had been accessible since Victorian times by

means of a traditional path from the public road. In 2017
the swing style iron gateway was blocked by enormous
concrete caissons put in place by the new US-based
owners.
Council would do nothing to remove the obstruction and
so locals, with the support of KIO took action. A lengthy
planning process resulted in an appeal by The Great
Arch Action Committee which was upheld by An Bord
Pleanala confirming that the obstruction was illegal.
Despite this decision, no action was taken by Donegal
County Council to enforce its removal and council are
now said to be entering agreements with two other landowners to lease land for creation of new route. This
approach involves considerable cost and it will still not
be owned by the State. Correspondence from The Great
Arch Action Committee has been ignored by the council.

Save The Hellfire

By Fergal McLoughlin
In the Spring 2017 edition of KIO magazine, we highlighted
a plan by South Dublin County Council, Coillte and Bord
Failte to construct a large interpretive/ visitor centre at
the Hellfire Club/ Massy’s Wood in the Dublin mountains.
The centre would include extra car parks, coach parks,
cafe/ restaurant, retail units etc. at a cost of €19m. KIO
were concerned that an intrusive concrete development
would have a negative effect on one of Dublin’c most
popular venues for walkers.
In May 2017 “Save the Hellfire” group held a large
demonstration at the Hellfire Club opposing the
development, supported by many groups, including KIO.
Thousands signed a petition and submissions were
sent to An Bord Pleanala. The key points in the KIO
submission were:
•
•
•
•

Degradation of the amenity, discouraging walkers
from an unspoiled area;
Increased traffic on small rural roads;
Landscape and Visual Impact of an intrusive
concrete centre; and
Environmental/ ecological issues: inadequate
level of surveying.

An Oral Hearing followed in November 2018 where KIO
made a strong submission. An Bord Pleanala requested
further information from the developers. KIO and other
groups were not informed of the outcome of that
request, and the board went ahead and granted planning
permission. It was then decided to seek a Judicial
Review, headed by Save the Hellfire & Massy’s Wood.
While KIO are not the direct plaintiff, we are part of the

case being forwarded, as we claim we were not properly
up-dated on key elements which are critical to the case.
Judicial Review proceedings are due to commence
before the end of 2020.

KIO committee member Fergal McLoughlin
addresses the Save Hellfire and Massy’s Woods rally
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Subscription Rates
Individual: €20 (unwaged €12)
Group Membership: (minimum €50, maximum €150)
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If you wish to pay by Credit Transfer or to set up a Standing Order, please complete the box below and bring it or
post to your Bank, making sure that you fill in the “Narrative” so that we can recognise the payment. Please post a
copy of your application to join (so that we have your details) to the Membership Secretary at the address below.
Your name ................................................................. Account Number..........................................................
Address .................................................................. Sort Code.....................................................................
.................................................................. IBAN............................................................................
.................................................................. BIC (if required)............................................................
Please pay the sum of €.......................once only on the ____ /____ / ____ or annually on the ____ /____ / ____
to the account of Keep Ireland Open, at A.I.B., 40/41 Westmoreland Street, Dublin 2.
Account Number: 20207021

Sort Code: 93-33-84

IBAN: IE85 AIBK 93338420 2070 21

BIC: AIBKIE2D

“Narrative” (your name or the Group name). ......................................................................................................
Signed ............................................................................... Date..................................................................
If you are paying by Cheque or Postal Order please return this form to the membership secretary at the address below.
Subscription:
Donation (if desired):
Remittance enclosed





€............. Name of Walking Group if a member………………………………………………….
€............
€............

Individual Membership
Name ........................................................................ Address:........................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
Eircode .............................................. Telephone...................................... Email .............................................
Group Subscription (Name of group)................................................................................................................
Group Contact ........................................................... Address:.......................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
Eircode .............................................. Telephone...................................... Email .............................................
If you wish, please send us details of the officers of your Club for our Newletter circulation.

